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BRICK WALLS
LET’S TALK ABOUT FIVE OPTIONS!
#1. Fly over it! And keep going...
1.
2.
3.

#2. Climb over it! And keep going...
1.
2.
3. .
4.

#3. Tunnel under it! And keep going...
1.
2.
3..
4.
#4. Run around the end! And keep going...
1.
2.
3.

#5. Never get to a brick wall in the first place!
1.
2.

REMEMBER...

If there is no record, then you will never find
it!!!

What I Wish I Had Known...
Barbara Hovorka

1) Cite Your Sources:

2) The Importance of the Original:

3) People Married More than Once:

4) Relatives are Everywhere:

5) The Importance of the Law:

6) It Might Not be a Mistake:

7) The Importance of Location:

8) The Living-Interview Often:

9) Siblings are Important:

10) There are Few Absolutes:

11) The ‘Devil is in The Details

18 Ways to Avoid Genealogical Grief
1) Make photo copies:

2) Don’t Procrastinate:

3) Make frequent back-ups:

4) Don’t pass over:

5) Ask:

6) Information on the computer:

7) Earlier time; less consistent:

8) Usually false:

9) Don’t fall behind:

10) Double check:

11) Look out for nicknames:

12) Beware of mail-order: Books +CD’s...

13) Don’t assume:

14) Remember indexes:

15) Be precise:

16) Conflicting information:

17) Take time to review:

18) The value of Maps:

ORAL INTERVIEW
QUESTIONS
There are dozens of questions to ask, to
learn about the person or family. Choose
those most appropriate to your needs.
Don’t interrupt the flow of the interview
by getting sidetracked by something said
that will get you off the subject. Jot those
questions down to go back to later in the
interview. Use these as a basic guideline

1. What is the name you were given at birth?
2. Were you named after a relative or friend?
3. Where were you born?
4. Were you born at home or in the hospital?
5. What is your nationality?
6. Did your family change their name when
they arrived in America?
7. Do you know the names of your family
members who first came to this country? Who
did they leave behind? Did they follow later?
8. Do you know why they left their homeland?
9. Where did they settled when they arrived?
10. Where did they live prior to coming to this
country? Do you know the name of the town or
village they lived in there?
11. Do you know any stories they told you
about what life was like before they came here?
12. How did they earn a living?
13. What are your parents names? When and
where were they born?
14. How many children did your parents have?
15. What were your brothers and sisters names?
16. Where and when were they born?
17. Who did they marry?
18. When and where were they married?
19. Which of your parents and siblings are
deceased?
20. When and where did they die?
21. Where are they buried?
22.Where did your parents live during their
lifetime?
23. What did they do for a living?
24. What were your grandparents names?
25. Do you know of stories about their
childhood?

26.Do you recall where they died? Where they
are buried?
27. What were they like? 1-6
28. Do you have aunts and uncles? What were
they like?
29. Where did you grow up? What do you
remember most about them?
30. When and where did you get married? And
to whom?
31. What do you remember about your
courtship? And where did you go on dates in
those days?
32. What religion did your parents and
grandparents practice?
33. Where did you go to school?
34. Did you or your (husband/wife) serve in the
military? During war time?
35. Did you ever hear of anyone in the family
serving in the Civil War or the Revolutionary?
Do you remember their names?
36. What about your in-laws names? From?
37. What did you look like as a child?
38. What are your children’s names? Where
were they born?
39. Describe some family customs or traditions.
40. Are we related to anyone famous?
41. What were some of the memorable or
historical events to touch your life? Parents?
42. Who do you admire most?
43. Have you ever been involved in politics?
44. Can you share the most important moment
in your life?
45. Has anyone written a history of our family?
46. Do you know if there is a Bible that has
been handed down in the family from earlier
generations?
47. Describe your hometown.
48. What was life like when you were a kid?
49. What new technology has changed your life
the most?
50 Was it a good thing?

